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An Experimental Study on Small-group Cooperative

Learning in a Junior High School’s Civic Course.

Jhang Yi-ting
Taipei Municipal Sanmin Junior High School Leader of Equipment Section

Abstract

Teacher-centered is still the mainstream of teaching model today, the teaching methods are fixed, and
assessment methods stay in traditional paper-pencil testing. The Comprehensive Assessment Program for Junior
High School Students of Taiwan's 12-Year Compulsory Education goes on 2 years, diplomatist gives legitimacy
to education opportunity. Test scores are the influential factors of learning. Students have low motivation and
escape learning. To change the learning environment, learner-centered teaching, promoting cooperative learning
and activated teaching will change education paradigms. Through changing the traditional teaching patterns,
using multiple teaching strategies and multivariate assessment will raise the learning motivation and
achievement.

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of small-group cooperative learning in a junior high
school’s civic course which raised learning motivation, increased social skills and developed teacher-student
relationship. An experimental design was used in the study. The class was assessed by the questionnaires before
the instruction, and the effect of intervention was evaluated by questionnaires after the effectiveness of small
group of cooperative learning. The findings of the current study indicated that small-group cooperative learning
in a junior high school’s civic course really helped the experimental group boost their learning motivation and
increase their social skills, but did not promote the teacher-student relationship. Because a social course lasted
for only one hour per week, it was not easy to increase teacher-student relationship, promote teacher-student
interaction, and enhance teachers’ concerns for students. Teachers’ and students’ characteristics also played the
important role in the teacher-student relationship, which encouraged the teacher researcher considered what
could make a course more intriguing and meaningful. In the end of this study, recommendations were provided

for future practice-oriented researches.
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