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Abstract

The average score on the listening and reading sections of Taiwanese test-takers was inferior to Mainland
China test-takers of the TOEIC test for years, according to ETS reports. Besides, the average Taiwanese score
ranked fourth or fifth from the bottom compared to other countries in Asia. Both educational authorities amended
the policies of English education in 1990s to promote students’ English proficiency. As a result, the English
proficiency of China students is boosting while that of Taiwan students is falling behind. These two groups share
the same L1, Chinese, which is the main medium for instruction in class. To examine the role of L1 use viewed
as an influential role in the EFL teaching and learning process, thus, the author tries to investigate the
university-level students’ attitudes towards the use of Chinese in the English class setting in Taiwan and China to
see the differences for reference in pedagogy. The study involved 543 non-English-major students enrolled in
English classes in Taipei, Taiwan and Xian, China. The participants completed the Questionnaire during the class.
Descriptive statistics and factor analysis were used to analyze the data. Then, an independent-samples t-test was
applied to compare the differences between these two groups. According to the findings, there was a slight
discrepancy between them. The majority of the participants favored Chinese use in the class. Based on the

findings, the future study and the pedagogical strategy are made.
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