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Abstract

This study was a corpus-based comparison of the English tests of two major college entrance examinations
in Taiwan (i.e., the General Scholastic Ability Test and the Advanced Subjects Test) in terms of their frequency
words and word forms of the frequency words. Two corpora based on the English sections of the GSAT and the
AST (from 2002 to 2011) were built for analysis. The results obtained via a program called AntConc
demonstrated the following similarities. First, the top six most frequently occurring words in both exams were
the same: the, to, of, in, and, and is. Second, plural nouns appeared more often than their counterparts (i.e., the
singular form of the nouns). Third, what was more frequently used in interrogative sentences whereas when, who,
how, and where were more often utilized in declarative sentences. Regarding the distribution of the word forms
of the content words derived from the most frequently occurring 200 words in both tests, the grammatical

category of verb had the most occurrences, followed by the category of noun, adverb, and adjective.
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