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The Roles of Royal Teachers in Tso Chuan
Yu-Chu Chou

National Formosa University

Abstract

Shih-Pao-Fu is the name of officials holding positions as royal teachers in Chou Dynasty.
These officials were in charge of the education of princes and youngsters of the noble families
concerning their character, integrity and etiquette. Attributed to the decline as well as financial
problems of the royal families and the disapproval of scholar-officials, the aristocratic education system
that belonged solely to the noble families went through gradual decay since Eastern Chou Dynasty.
Before that, only a few classes of people had had access to education. Hence the urgent educational
need of the aristocratic and the royal families gave rise to the educational system of royal teachers that
bridged the gap between the royal and private educational systems. As time went by, the nature of royal
teachers shifted when it came to Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC). The royal teachers then
played much more complicated roles: they actively engaged themselves in political, military and even
legal affairs in their time. With their superior social status as teachers of the royal families, some of
them took fields from others by force, involved in the marriage of the Princes or even manipulate the
coronation of kings. The power in their command had reached a higher level than ever. This paper
is to explore royal teachers’ roles in Spring and Autumn Period. From cases found in Tso Chuan, it
can be inferred that the complicated roles they played might have resulted from the messy political

situations during that time.

Key Words: education before Chin Dynasty, education access to the few classes, education in
Spring and Autumn Period, royal teachers, the educational system of royal

teachers.
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